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Greetings from Hanshi
The 55th AnniversaryCelebrationand AnnualBlackBelt Workout took place in Floridaon
February2nd through5th, 2017.

It all beganwith the planningand dedicationof many,manyUeshiroShorin-RyuKarateUSA
membersworkingcollaborativelyfor countlesshours.

My sinceregratitudeto all of you who participatedby travellingfrom nearor far. Thankyou,
Kyoshi,Shihan,Sensei,Sempai,andDeshifor yourpassionateloyaltyto our art.

Thepagesof this Newsletterare filled with photos,stories,experiences,andexamplesof the
ά9Ŏǎǘŀǎȅof sweatingandhardwork" seenat the eventandin our dojosworldwide.

Finally,congratulationsto the peoplewho earnedrank and those who assistedthem in the
BlackBelt test held on February5, 2017 at the VieraDojo in Melbourne. All of us need to
striveto keepmovingforward.

Thankyou GrandMaster AnseiUeshirofor bringingShorin-RyuKarateto the shoresof the
UnitedStatesof Americain 1962, 55yearsago.

Most Sincerely,
Robert Scaglione
Hanshi - USRKUSA



55th Anniversary Workout Celebration
Thursday, February 2nd  

¢ƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ƘŜŀŘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
5:30 PM class held at Ueshiro Viera Dojo, under 
the direction of Hanshi Robert Scaglione.  Kyoshi 
Matt Kaplan, Kyoshi Sal Scaglione, Sensei Kevin 
Reymond and approximately 15 high level Black 
Belts and Kyu ranks participated in the high-energy 
event.  

Friday, February 3rd 

Formal training kicked off with a pre-dawn 
workout at the Merritt Is. Dojo conducted by 
Kyoshi Sal starting at 5:30 AM.  Kyoshi was 
assisted by Kyoshi David Baker and Kyoshi Kaplan.  
Kyoshi Sal emphasized the concept of not rushing, 
whether during warmups, kihon or kata.  As the 
sun came up at 7:00 AM the group of about 30 
deshi moved outside to christen the concrete deck 
recently created by Sensei Ron Marchetti.  After 
several repetitions of Fukyugata San, a flock of 
herons noisily left the creek adjoining the deck.  
The 2½ hour workout set the stage for inspired 
training throughout the weekend.  

Students checking in at the Cocoa Beach Hilton 
during the afternoon were greeted with welcome 
bags, courtesy of Sensei Pat Marchetti and the 
Florida Black Belts.   

 

 

The traditional 4:30 PM class, led by Hanshi and held in the Ueshiro Suntree Karate Dojo, was 
standing room only.  Several attendees arrived directly from the airport.  Among the many 
corrections, Hanshi went into meticulous detail regarding the challenging turns in the Pinan kata, and 
showing zero pause at critical moments in the kata.    

 



55THAnniversary
DOMO ARIGATO TO ALL THE FLORIDA DOJOs FOR HOSTING A GREAT AND MEMORABLE WEEKEND

 

bƻ ǎƻƻƴŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ IŀƴǎƘƛΩǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŜƴŘŜŘΣ ŘŜǎƘƛ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀǊ-
pooling back to the Merritt Is. Dojo for a 7:00 PM class led 
by Kyoshi David Seeger. Kyoshi worked the concept of not 
rushing the technique, always stepping first and then 
moving without pause. "Blocks can be strikes, but you 
have to slow down and not rush to explore this concept."  
When punching, students were encouraged to step first 
and then throw the punch, not push it or poke it. 
Shoulders back and down to prevent injury and keep the 
focus on the elbow going back into the pocket instead of 
the punch. 

 



55THAnniversary
Saturday, February 4th 

Karateka gathered on Cocoa Beach at 8:30am for the formal workout that 
commenced at 9:30 AM. In the workout Kyoshi Mackay emphasized exploring 
strong, low stances in ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ 
surroundings.  Hanshi arrived at 10:30 and recorded performances of 
Fukyugata Ni and Passai with the Kyoshi. 
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